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then with cold water grew better by night.    At noon to the 'Change, which was very thin, and thence homeward, and was called in by Mr. Rawlinson, with whom I dined and some good company very harmlessly merry.    But sad the story of the plague in the City, it growing mightily.    This day'my Lord Brunker did give me Mr. Grant's1 book upon the Bills of Mortality, new printed and enlarged.    Thence to my office awhile, full of business, and thence by coach to the Duke of Albemarle's, not meeting one coach going nor coming from my house thither and back again, which is very strange.    One of my chief errands was to speak to Sir W/Clerke'2 about my wife's brother,3 who importunes me, and I doubt he do want mightily, but I can do little for him there as to employment in the army, and out of my purse I dare not for fear of a precedent, and letting him come often to me is troublesome and dangerous too, he living in the dangerous part of the town, but I will do what I can possibly for him and as soon as I can.    Mightily troubled all this afternoon with masters coming to me about Bills of Exchange and my signing them upon my Goldsmiths, but I did send for them all and hope to ease myself this weeke of all the clamour.    These two or three days Mr. Shaw at Alderman Backewell's hath lain sick, like to die, and is feared wall not live a day to an end.    At night home and to bed, my head full of business, and among others, this day come a letter to me from Paris from my Lord Hinchingbroke, about his coming over; and I have sent this night an order from the Duke of Albemarle for a ship of 36_guns4 to [go] to Calais to fetch him.
26th. Up, and after doing a little business, down to Dept-ford with Sir W. Batten, and there left him, and I to Greenwich to the Park, where I hear the King and Duke are come by water this morn from Hampton Court. They asked me several questions. The King mightily pleased with his new
1 For note on Captain John Graunt and his work on the Bills of Mor-tanty, see vol. ii., p. 197.
- Sir William Clarke.    See note, vol. iv.. p. 403.
3 Balthasar St. Michel.
1 Pepvs wrote to Lord Hinchingbroke from the Navy Office on July 25111, 1005, to inform him that a ship of 36 guns would be at Calais on August ist to take him to Dover.